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PNGRB Regulations 

 T4S for Natural Gas Pipelines-2009

 T4S for City Gas Distribution Network-2008

 T4S for Petroleum & Petroleum Products pipelines-2016

 T4S for Liquefied Natural Gas Facilities-2018

 T4S for Liquefied Petroleum Gas Storage, Handling and Bottling Facilities-2019

 T4S for Petroleum Installations- 2020

 T4S for Petroleum Refineries & Gas Processing Plants -2023

 IMS for Natural Gas Pipelines- 2012

 IMS for City Gas Distribution Network-2012

 IMS for Petroleum and Petroleum Products Pipelines-2021

 ERDMP for Midstream and Downstream installations -2010

 Third Party Conformity Assessment Regulations-2016



www.nabcb.qci.org.inNABCB 3

ISO/IEC 17020:2012 

Conformity assessment — Requirements for the operation of
various types of bodies performing inspection.
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ISO/IEC 17020:2012 

Key requirements:

• Impartiality

• Independence

• Competence
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Independence: Categories of Inspection Bodies

 The categorization of inspection bodies as
type A, B and C is a measure of
independence.

Demonstrable independence of inspection
body can strengthen the confidence of
the inspection body’s client.
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Type ‘A’ Inspection Body

 Independence of IB.
 The inspection body and its personnel shall not

engage in any activities that may conflict with their
independence of judgment and integrity in relation to
their inspection activities.

 IB shall not be engaged in the design, manufacture,
supply, installation, purchase, ownership, use or
maintenance of the items inspected.

 An inspection body shall not be a part of a legal entity
that is engaged in design, manufacture, supply,
installation, purchase, ownership, use or maintenance of
the items inspected.
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 The inspection body shall not be linked to a separate legal entity engaged in
the design, manufacture, supply, installation, purchase, ownership, use or
maintenance of the items inspected by the following:

• Common ownership, except where the owners have no ability to
influence the outcome of an inspection;

• Common ownership appointees on the boards or equivalent of the
organizations, except where these have functions that have no
influence on the outcome of an inspection;

• Directly reporting to the same higher level of management, except
where this cannot influence the outcome of an inspection;

• Contractual commitments, or other means that may have an ability to
influence the outcome of an inspection.
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Type ‘A’ Inspection Body
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Type ‘B’ Inspection Body

 IB shall cater to activities which are in house and for it’s
own organization with clear separation of responsibilities
and ensuring there is no conflict and their independence
of judgment and integrity in relation to their inspection
activities is maintained.
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Type ‘C’ Inspection Body

Open to others

Activities related to design / manufacture / supply / installation
/ servicing / maintenance and the inspection of the same item
carried out by a Type C inspection body shall not be
undertaken by the same person.

The inspection body shall provide safeguards within the
organization to ensure adequate segregation of
responsibilities and accountabilities between inspection and
other activities.
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NABCB Criteria Documents for IBs/TPIAs 

BCB 501(O&G) - December 2024
Competence requirements for IBs for accreditation against
PNGRB Regulations

BCB 502 (O&G) - December 2024
Process for Emergency Response and Disaster
Management Plan (ERDMP) Audit

BCB 503 (O&G) - December 2024
Sub-sector categorization for Inspection Bodies for
accreditation under PNGRB Regulations

BCB 501

BCB 502

BCB 503
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Revision of BCB-501(O&G), 502 (O&G) & 503(O&G) documents

Key changes in BCB-501, 502 & 503 documents are as under:

 Addition of new sub-sector categorization in BCB 503(IB) in view of
notification of the following PNGRB Regulations:

-T4S (Petroleum Installations)

-IMS [Petroleum Product Pipeline (PPPL)]

-T4S [Refineries / Gas Process Units (GPU)]

• Addition of Competence requirement of HSE member for T4S Audit of
Refineries/GPU and other installations in BCB 501(IB)

• Revision in Audit man-days as Annexure to BCB-501 & BCB-502.
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Audit Man-Days Matrix in BCB-501(O&G) & 502 (O & G)
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Issues in offering Witness Assessment (WA)

 Offering of Witness Assessment (WA) as per the Scope of accreditation

 Submission of T4S/IMS/ERDMP Audit schedule for Scope sectors 26/31/34 to 
identify the critical activities by NABCB

 Closure of Non-conformities raised in the Witness Assessments



NABCB 
Accreditation Process and Timelines
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Process 

Receipt of application with 
fees

Application Review 
Review of application w.r.t 
adequacy like all relevant 

documents, scope, technical details 
from date of receipt of application

Recording of application

Letter of acknowledgement 
sent to CAB along with the 

team allocation

Appointment of Assessment 
Team for DR (Sharing of team 

details , Man-days)

Timeline

1 week from the date of 
receipt of application 

1 week from the date of 
receipt of complete 

application 

1 week

NABCB 15

Accreditation Process & Timeline – 1/5
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Process 

DR to be completed by AT and sent 
to CAB and NABCB secretariat

CAB to respond to comments on 
DRR

Preliminary visit to be fixed if DRR  issue 
is not  resolved within 2 rounds from 

date of receipt of round 2 response on 
DRR from CAB (4 weeks )

Report of Preliminary visit from 
the date of visit 

Timeline

4 weeks

2 week (from the date of 
receipt of DRR)

4 weeks

2 week
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Accreditation Process & Timeline – 2/5

Feedback 

Process 

DR to be completed by AT and sent 
to CAB and NABCB secretariat

CAB to respond to comments on 
DRR

Preliminary visit to be fixed if DRR  issue 
is not  resolved within 2 rounds from 

date of receipt of round 2 response on 
DRR from CAB (4 weeks )

Timeline

4 weeks

2 week (from the date of 
receipt of DRR)

Process Timeline

CAB to respond to comments on 
DRR

4 weeks

2 week (from the date of 
receipt of DRR)

Process Timeline

4 weeks

4 weeks

2 week (from the date of 
receipt of DRR)

Process Timeline
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Accreditation Process & Timeline – 3/5

Process 

On site assessment from the date 
of DR is deemed satisfactory (4 

weeks)

Dates of WA to be fixed by CABs 
(after completion of OA ,if there 

are no NCs on Competence

CAB to respond to Findings of 
OA/WA

Timeline

4 weeks

2 weeks

2 week

Feedback 

In case of Critical NC- Proposed corrective action on non conformities within 3 days of the date on
which the NC is observed by the AT

Implementation of corrective action and closure of NC Within 30 days of the date on which the NC
is observed by the AT (within 30 days of the date on which the NC is observed by the AT)
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Accreditation Process & Timeline – 4/5

Process 

NABCB Response on Findings

Timeline

Critical NC - Proposed Corrective 
Actions- Within 3 days from the 

receipt

Major NC- Proposed Corrective 
Actions- Within 10 days from the 

receipt-

----Evidence of implementation of 
accepted corrective actions -

Within 15 days from the receipt

Minor NC - Proposed Corrective 
Actions- Within 15 days from the 

receipt
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Accreditation Process & Timeline – 5/5

Feedback 

Process 

Consolidation of report 

Technical Review of Report 

Review of report in independent 
Accreditation Committee

Announcement of decision of grant

Once decision of accreditation is 
announced by NABCB, CAB has to pay 

the fees and sign the agreement

Accreditation certificate to be issued by 
NABCB (after signing of 

agreement/clearance of payment)

Timeline

1 week after closure of all 
issues in OA/WAs by CAB

1 week 

During the month

1 day

1 week 

1 day 
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Importance of NABCB Accreditation for IBs/TPIAs

 Ensures Competence & Impartiality

 Meets Regulatory requirements, & Market Recognition

 Global Recognition, Acceptance & Trade Facilitation

 Enhance Quality Infrastructure across all level of Industries
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PNGRB Regulations and NABCB’s IAF Scope Sectors

NABCB 
IAF Scope Sector

PNGRB RegulationsS.No.

26-AT4S for Natural Gas Pipelines1

26-BT4S for City Gas Distribution 2

26-CIntegrity Management System (IMS) for NGPL & CGD3

26-DT4S for Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Facilities4

31T4S & IMS for Petroleum & Petroleum Products Pipelines, 
T4S for LPG Storage, Handling and Bottling Facilities Regulations, 
T4S for Petroleum Installations Regulations, 
T4S for Petroleum Refineries & Gas Processing Plants Regulations and 
T4S for Retail Outlet (RO) Regulations

5

34Emergency Response and Disaster Management Plan (ERDMP) 
Regulations

6
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Classification of IAF Scope Sectors 
IAF Scope Sectors-26 and 31:
 Stage-Wise inspection: A Third Party Inspection during various stages of Construction from

beginning till final commissioning, in field of City Gas Distribution (CGD) /Natural Gas Pipeline
(NGPL) /Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) / Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) /Petroleum &
Petroleum Products Pipeline (PPPL) /PI (Petroleum, Oil & Lubricants) /Petroleum Refineries &
Gas Processing Plants (GPU) / LPG Recovery Unit (LRU) / Retail Outlet (RO).

 In-service Audit: A Third-Party Inspection during Operation of facility, involving T4S Audits
& / or Integrity Management System (IMS) assessment, in CGD/NGPL/LNG/PPPL/LPG /PI/
Refineries & Gas Processing /LPG Recovery Unit / RO under Scope-26 and 31a.

 Both Stage-Wise Construction inspection & In-service Audit, specific or in combination, in
CGD/NGPL/LNG/PPPL/LPG/PI/ Refineries & Gas Processing /LPG Recovery Unit/ RO.

IAF Scope Sector-34 (ERDMP):
 In-service Inspection for Verification of ERDMP in downstream areas (“a” to “i” as identified in

ERDMP Regulations-2010 of PNGRB (in Singular / Combination/ Entire mid & downstream
chain as mentioned in ERDMP Regulation-2010 of PNGRB with amendments if any till date).
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